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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



LISTING OF CLAIMS 



Claim 1 (currently amended) An inflatable curtaiiTfor protecting the occupanfs*of aiT 
automobile, comprising: 

a peripheral region comprising an upper part; 
a connector located along the upper part to secure the inflatable curtain to the automobile; 
an inflatable portion; and / 

a first stiffening element positioned along at least a portion of the peripheral region, 
wherein during deployment of the inflatable curtain the fir^t stiffening element reduces the 
inflation time of the inflatable portion. 

Claim 2 (original) The inflatable curtain ^filaiid 1, wherein the inflatable portion further 
comprises an inflation inlet for communication witman inflator. 

Claim 3 (original) The inflatable curtain oyclaft^i 1, wherein the stiffening element is 
substantially planar. 




Claim 4 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 1 , wherein the first stiffening element 
remains substantially stationary with respect/to the length of the inflatable curtain when the 
inflatable portion is inflated. 

"laim 5 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 1 , further comprising a second 
stiffening element positioned along at/least a portion of the peripheral region. 
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Claim 6 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 1, wherein the first stiffening element 
has a length greater than its width, the inflatable curtain has a lengtn greater than its width, and 
the length of the first stiffening element is oriented substantiallyyparallel to the length of the 
inflatable curtain. 



Claim T^original) The inflatable curtain of claim 1 , wherein the peripheral region 

compnses^an upper part, and the first stiffening element/is positioned along the upper part. 

/ v 

Claim 8 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 1, wherein the stiffening element is 
formed as an integral portion of the inflatable curtain. 

Claim 9 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 1, wherein the stiffening element is 
securely fastened to the inflatable cur 




Claim 10 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 9, wherein the stiffening element is a 
plastic stay. 

Qaim 1 L(original) The inflatable curtain of claim 9, wherein the first stiffening element 



^yiain^u^onginaij ine inj 
is stitched to the peripheral region. 



Claim 1 2 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 1 , wherein the inflatable curtain is 
tetherless. 

^ClaimJ^^riginal) The inflatable curtain of claim 1, further comprising a tether 
Claim 14 (cancelled). 
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Claim 15 (currently amended) An inflatable curtain for protecting the occupants of an 
automobile, comprising: 

a peripheral region comprising an upper part: 

a connector located along the upper part to secure the inflatable curtain to the automobile; 

an inflatable portion comprising an inflation inlet for communication with an inflator; and 

a first substantially planar stiffening element positioned along at least a portion of the 
peripheral region, wherein the first stiffening element remains substantially stationary with 
respect to the length of the inflatable curtain when the inflatable portion is inflated, and wherein 
during deployment of the inflatable curtain the first stiffening element reduces the inflation time 
of the inflatable portion. 



^ Claim J..6^original) The inflatable curtain of claim 15, further comprising a second 
stiffening element positioned along at leas Wportion of the peripheral region. 



Claim 17 (original) The inflatab^^urtkin of claim 15, wherein the first stiffening 
element has a length greater than its \yatfLthe inflatable curtain has a length greater than its 
width, and the length of the first stiffpning^element is oriented substantially parallel to the length 
of the inflatable curtain. 

^^^mJ^ongmdA) Th^/inflatable curtain of claim 15, wherein the peripheral region 
comprises an upper part, and the first stiffening element is positioned along the upper part. 

Claim 1 9 (original)/ The inflatable curtain of claim 15, wherein the stiffening element is 
formed as an integral portion of the inflatable curtain. 



Claim 20 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 15, wherein the stiffening element is 
securely fastened to the inflatable curtain. 
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Claim 21 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 15, wherein the stiffening element is a 
plastic stay. 

Claim 22 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 15, wherein th£ first stiffening 
element is stitched to the peripheral region. 

Claim 23 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 15, wherein the inflatable curtain is 
tetherless. 

Claim 24 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 15{ further comprising a tether. 
Claim 25 (cancelled). 



Claim 26 (original) An inflatable curtain fqr protecting the occupants of an automobile, 
the inflatable curtain comprising: 

a length and a width, the length being great^\tlj4n the width; 
a peripheral region having an upper party 

an inflatable portion comprising an inflation irr^t for communication with an inflator; 

a connector located on the upper part/4 secure the inflatable curtain to the automobile; 
and / 

a first substantially planar stiffening element having a length greater than its width, the 
first stiffening element being positioned along at least a portion of the upper part, wherein the 
length of the first stiffening element i/oriented substantially parallel to the length of the 
inflatable curtain, wherein the first stiffening element remains substantially stationary with 
respect to the length of the inflatable curtain when the inflatable portion is inflated, and wherein 
the first stiffening element reduces the inflation time of the inflatable portion. 
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Claim 27 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 2p, further comprising a second 
stiffening element positioned along at least a portion of the peripheral region. 



Claim 28 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 26, wherein the stiffening element is 
formed as an integral portion of the inflatable curtain; 

Claim 29 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 26, wherein the stiffening element is 
securely fastened to the inflatable curtain. 

Claim 30 (original) The inflatable certain of claim 29, wherein the stiffening element is a 
plastic stay. 




Claim 31 (original) The inflatable x c\irjain of claim 29, wherein the first stiffening 
element is stitched to the peripheral region. 



Claim 32 (original) The inflatable curtain of claim 26, wherein the inflatable curtain is 
tetherless. 



Clain^33^(original) The inflatable curtain of claim 26, further comprising a tether. 
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